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songs.Joey Garrison USA TODAY NETWORK-Tennessee Nashville’s Sunken Garden is an
outdoor secret. It’s a pre-Victorian park literally located underneath Lower Broadway. Once
you experience it, you can’t unsee it. There are no real signs, no plaques or tours. You have
to know the place exists to find it. Last week, the Tennessee Historical Commission
designated the park a National Historic Landmark. In 1913, Helen Wilfong created the
garden. Although Sunken Garden was built during the same period that fashion made its
debut, it’s not as impressive as a designer dress. While the fashion of the time was full of
silk, lace and ostrich feathers, Sunken Garden was a pioneer in the days of the Victorian
garden. More than 2,000 people have visited the park since it opened to the public in 1974.
Many more have walked beneath it. If you’re looking for long-lasting memories, Sunken
Garden is the place to go. ► More:Sunken Garden photography contest The garden is a
wooded oasis within a city of concrete. Remember the days when downtown was filled with
shade trees? These are those trees. Wilfong’s architect, Oscar Wenderoth, designed the
sprawling Victorian gardens in the late 1880s. He brought over plants and laborers from
Europe. The garden is an English garden. It’s a sloping hill of greenery dotted with
fountains and water features. Flowers bloom in the spring and summer. Trees grow in the
fall. More:Sunken Garden's back lot: Here are some of the shot you've never seen Sunken
Garden is an outdoor secret. It’s a pre-Victorian park literally located under the bustling
areas of Lower Broadway. Once you experience it, you can’t unsee it. There are no signs, no
plaques or tours. You have to know the place exists to find it. Last week, the Tennessee
Historical Commission designated the park a National Historic Landmark. In 1913, Helen
Wilfong created the garden
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