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margins of popular usage. A group
of 12 linguistics academics this past

March published a report on
“Etymology and Usage,” which gives
words a broader and older meaning

than their current usage might
suggest. “A dictionary is a dictionary

and ought to take account of
usage,” said Ronald Shipp, the

Language Centre director at the
University of Wisconsin at Madison

and co-editor of the article. “But you
cannot treat all the words in the
English language the same way.
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